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Human Brotherhood is the Key to
World Peace, MWL Chief Tells
Global Conference

Zagrab, Croatia: Promoting the
values of human brotherhood is
the most important pillar for
achieving world peace, the
international conference titled
‘Human Fraternity for World
Peace and Security' heard.
Organized by the Muslim World
League (MWL) in the Croatian
capital of Zagreb, the conference
was held under the patronage of
Croatian President Kolinda
Grabar-Kitarovic.

The conference called for the
enactment of legislation to
criminalize all methods and
practices of hatred, racism,
marginalization and exclusionasa
crime against humanity. It also
called for the establishment of a
global centre for civilized
communication based in Zagreb
to be a bridge for dialogue,
understanding and cooperation
among humans and to be an
incubator for initiatives related to
promoting human and societal
values and bridging religious,
cultural and ethnic gaps.

The Croatian president launched
the activities of the international
conference in cooperation with
others, including the Catholic
diocese of Croatia and an official
representation from the Vatican
State represented in the Pontifical
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(Mohammed bin Abdul karim Al-Issa (center), secretary
general of the Muslim World League, with Croatian
President Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic (left) during the Human
Fraternity for World Peace and Security conference in the
Croatian capital)

“ The conference
called for the enactment of
legislation to criminalize
all methods and practices
of hatred, racism,
marginalization and
exclusion as a crime

against humanity. ,,

Council for Inter-religious
Dialogue. The conference was
attended by Croatia's prime
minister, the speaker of
parliament, a number of Croatian

ministers and parliamentarians
and a wide range of political,
religious and intellectual leaders
fromall over the world.

“This initiative is an important
opportunity for all of us to build a
world of love based on
brotherhood,” said Kitarovic,
adding that “God created us
diversified in our cultures,
religions, races and others, so that
we can cooperate in the service of
humanity, and based on this
human unity that the Creator
wanted, the suffering of every

human being is really the
suffering of all humanity.”

Dr. Mohammed bin Abdul karim
Al-lIssa, the secretary general of
the Muslim World League, called
for “a real adoption of the values
of the human fraternity” that
remove negative barriers and
close their gaps, build bridges
and facilitate dialogue,
understanding and cooperation.

He stressed that humanity has
enough common values for
making peace and harmony in the
world today. He also noted that
the shared love, coexistence and
tolerance become closer,
stronger and more responsible
when they are common national
values.

(Based on a report on
arabnews.com)
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Asia Bibi Breaks
Silence In New Book

Asia Bibi, a Pakistani
Christian woman who spent
years on death row after
being convicted of
blasphemy, has
published a book
about her
experiences and her
new life. Ms Bibi
released a
memoir,
EnfinLibre, or
"Finally
Free',
written
with /
French
journalist Anne-lIsabelle Tollet.

She was sentenced to death on
blasphemy charges by a Pakistani
court in 2010 but acquitted in
2018. She currently lives in an
undisclosed location in Canada.
Ms.Bibi, 47, has always
maintained her innocence in a
highly sensitive case that
polarised Pakistan and was
closely followed around the
world. The Pakistan Supreme
Court's quashing of her sentence
in October 2018 led to violent
protests by religious hardliners
who support strong blasphemy
laws, while more liberal sections
of society urged her release.

In the new book, Ms.Bibi recounts
her arrest, the conditions of her
prison detention and her eventual
release. She also discusses the
challenges of adjusting to her new
life in Canada. In an excerpt
released by the publishing house,
she writes: “How could | ever
imagine in 50 years that | would
become a global symbol of the
fight against religious extremism
when | am but a simple, illiterate
peasant?

“From my small windowless
cell, 1 often wondered why
Pakistan was targeting me.” She
describes the conditions of her
detention, where her neck was
“encased inan iron collar that the
guard can tighten with a huge
nut”, according to excerpts
published by the AFP news
agency. She writes that few of the
other prisoners showed her
sympathy.

The book was published by
Editions du Rocher in French with
an English version due out later
this year. Ms Bibi collaborated on
the book with Ms Tollet, who
spent years working in Pakistan.
The journalist has long
championed her case and
published two books on the
subject.

Ms Bibi went on trial after an
argument she had with a group of
women in June 2009. She was
later beaten up at her home and her
attackers claimed she confessed to
blasphemy. She was arrested after
a police investigation. Acquitting
her, the Supreme Court said that
the case was based on unreliable
evidence.

Log on to: www.islamicvoice.com
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Several US Jewish

Groups Critique
Trump's 'Peace' Plan

Many Jewish organizations in the
U.S. have critiqued the Trump
administration's proposed peace
plan to end the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. Unveiled by President
Donald Trump at the White House,
the so-called peace plan offered
everything the far-right Israelis
have been demanding, giving
Palestinians nothing concrete but
vague economic promises and the
tiniest glimmer of hope for
statehood.

The Jewish Democratic Council of
America said the plan "is a green
light for Israeli annexation of the
West Bank, an intentional
undermining of a viable two-state
solution and another example of
Trump using Israel to further his
domestic political agenda."
Progressive Middle East advocacy
group J Street called it "the logical
culmination of repeated bad-faith
steps" Trump has taken to "validate
the agenda of the Israeli right,
prevent the achievement of a
viable, negotiated two-state
solution and ensure that Israel's
illegal occupation of Palestinian
territory in the West Bank becomes

permanent.”

Daniel Sokatch, CEO of the New
Israel Fund, said the proposal
"threatens to make the occupation
permanent” and "is not the vision
of Israel's founders.” Emily Mayer,
co-founder of American Jewish
progressive activist group
IfNotNow, also blasted the plan as
"totally and utterly bankrupt,”
adding it "reveals the shameful
way that our government has
catered to the Israeli right at the
cost of Palestinian freedom for our
entire lives."

Rabbi Alissa Wise, acting co-
executive director of Jewish Voice
for Peace, a not-for-profit NGO,
called it "an apartheid plan." Wise
added that it is "a distraction ploy
by two warmongers who are
prioritizing their personal election
campaigns over any semblance of
statecraft.”

The UN in a statement said it
remains committed to a two-state
solution in accordance with UN
resolutions on the basis of pre-
1967 borders.

(Extracted from aa.com.tr)

90% of Boko Haram Victims
Are Muslims, Says Buhari

Nigeria President Muhammadu
Buhari has said that 90 per cent of
all Boko Haram's victims in the past
years have been Muslims.The
insurgents began their heinous
activities in 2009 after the killing of
the leader Mohammed Yusuf.
Global Terrorism Index indicates
that the group since 2009, has killed
tens of thousands and displaced 2.3
million. President Buhari in an
article published in Speaking Out, a
guest opinion column for
“Christianity Today”, said that the
perception that members of the sect
were always targeting Christians in
Nigeria is not true. According to
him, the terrorists have targetted
vulnerable Nigerians without
discrimination.“it is the reality that
some 90 per cent of all Boko
Haram's victims have been
Muslims,” Buhari said.“They
include a copycat abduction of over
100 Muslim schoolgirls, along with
their single Christian classmate,
shootings inside mosques; and the
murder of two prominent imams.“It
is a simple fact that these now-

failing terrorists have targeted the
vulnerable, the religious, the non-
religious, the young, and the old
without discrimination, ” the
President stressed.

Buhari warned individuals,
organisations and groups seeking to
divide the country through religion
to have a rethink.“There is no place
in Nigeria for those who seek to
divide us by religion, who compel
others to change their faith forcibly
or try to convince others that by so
doing, they are doing good,” Buhari
said.

President Buhari stated that the
terrorists today only attempt to build
invisible walls between the
adherents of the two major religions
in Nigeria.“They have failed in their
territorial ambitions, so now instead
they seek to divide our state of mind,
by prying us from one from another
to set one religion seemingly
implacably against the other,”
Buharisaid.

(Extracted from
https://guardian.ng)
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Muslim World League's Historic
Visit To Auschwitz

Of the more than 6 million Jews and millions of other victims killed
during the Holocaust, in total 1.1 million lost their lives at Auschwitz

n the 75th
anniversary
of the

liberation of

Auschwitz,
the former Nazi
German death camp
in Poland, a high-
level interfaith
delegation visited
the place, led Dr.
Mohammad bin
Abdul Karim Al-Issa, Secretary
General of the Muslim World
League (MWL). The delegation
comprised 62 Muslims, including
25 prominent religious leaders,
from some 28 countries.

The interfaith visit also included the
CEO of the American Jewish
Committee (AJC), David Harris.
“Our 21st century challenge at AJC
istowrite anew chapter between the
Muslim and Jewish peoples,” said
Harris. “There are those who want
to keep us divided. We will not let
them win. It's about nothing less
than defining the future of the world
in which we want to live.” The AJC
delegation included members of the
organization, among them some
children of Holocaust survivors.

The visit by the interfaith Jewish
and Muslim delegation from the
MWL and the AJC was agreed to in
April 2019. Intotal, a year and a half
of negotiations were needed behind
the scenes before the visit was
secured. The visit took place as part
of events commemorating 75 years
since the liberation of Auschwitz,
the World War 11 death camp where
the Nazis killed more than 1.1
million people, most of them Jews.
Over six million Jewish people were
killed in the Holocaust.

during the Second World War.

hidele

“The delegation affirms the
messages of the Muslim World
League against violence, hatred,
and extremism,” the group said in a
statement. Speaking to Al Arabiya
during the visit, Sheikh Al-Issa said,
“We are advocates for peace. We
believe in peace. This high-level
delegation of Muslim scholars from
different countries and from
different sects has come to say that
our religion is one of peace, one of
mercy and one which fightsevil”.

Of the more than 6 million Jews and
millions of other victims Kkilled
during the Holocaust, in total 1.1
million lost their lives at Auschwitz
during the Second World War. The
death camp was built and operated
by the Nazis during the German
occupation of Poland. Since it was
liberated by the allies in 1945 the
death camp, where the vast majority
of those killed were European Jews,
has been hallowed ground.
Recently, during events across the
globe for the 75th anniversary of
that liberation, it was also a place of
prayer for Muslims mourning the
carnage of the Nazi genocide. This
most senior delegation of Muslim
leaders ever to visit Auschwitz held
prayers at the concentration camp.
Before he led the prayers, Sheikh
Al-Issa said that his group, which

included both Sunni and Shia
clerics, stood vehemently against
the crimes perpetrated at
Auschwitz. “We came to say that the
Islamic religion deplores these
crimes,” he said. “This visit is
important, it expresses the Islamic
feeling towards these crimes, these
racial, genocidal crimes”. “Islam
doesn't have double standard, as it
stands with justice against any
crime that violates the sanctity of
humankind,” he said. “This high-
level delegation of Muslim scholars
has come to say that our religion is
one of peace, one of mercy, and one
which fights evil,” Sheikh Al-Issa,
who served as Saudi Arabia's
Minister of Justice until 2015, said
during the visit.

The day following the visit to

Auschwitz, a Friday, which is holy
to both Muslims and Jews, the

ISLAMIC VOICE, March 2020

interfaith delegation celebrated the
life of their respective religious
cultures in Poland. Jews and
Muslims prayed together at
Jummah prayers at the Tatarska
Street Mosque by the Tartar
cemetery in the north west of
Warsaw. The sermon there called
for understanding between
neighbours. The Muslim
community in Poland is centuries
old. The grave stones to Tartar
officers in the cemetery, written in
Cyrillic and Arabic, date back to the
19th century.

After Muslim prayers the
delegation went to Warsaw's only
remaining pre-war synagogue, the
Nozyk Synagogue in the centre of
the Polish capital, before a Friday
Shabbat service. The Jewish temple
stood in what was the Warsaw
Ghetto, where nearly half a million
Jews were imprisoned during World
War Two. Most held there were sent
to the gas chambers, killed during
the ghetto uprising or died of
starvation.

The day concluded with a Shabbat
dinner, held at Warsaw's Royal
Palace. The Speaker of the Polish
Senate, Poland's Minister of

4.

Foreign Affairs Jacek Czaputowicz,
and members of the Polish Catholic
clergy were in attendance.

Following his visit to the
extermination camps, Sheikh Al-
Issa said, Sheikh al-Issa said“We
condemn the horrific acts that took
place at Auschwitz against the Jews.
It is a stain on humanity”. “The
evidence we saw yesterday shook
us all. It was so painful for me
looking at human hair, at children's
shoes, at so much more evidence of
the atrocity.”

Sheikh Al-Issa, who became the
most senior Muslim leader in
history to visit Auschwitz, said
“Islamic values” prompted him to
make the trip and that he “would
oppose anyone who denies” the
Holocaust. Emphasizing that
Muslims and Jews have much in
common, he added, “Even if we
could act on 10 percent of the
commonality, it would help bring
peace to the world.” “The meetings
today and yesterday should send a
strong message about our
cooperation against those who twist
the word of G-d to generate hate
towards others, towards humanity,”
Sheikh Al-Issasaid.
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By SinemCengiz

More women have taken up
national leadership roles or key
positions within decision-making
bodies linked to governments
around the world than ever in
recent years. It is hard to deny the
presence and influence of women,
as they are and have always been
the key to any country's political
landscape.

This year has started with the
appointments of women to some
important positions both in Europe
and the Arab world.

Amid the mass protests shaking the
country, Lebanon has appointed a
female member of parliament as its
defense minister, with ZeinaAkar
becoming the first female to take
up such a role in the Arab world.
Akar, a descendant of a Christian
Orthodox family, was appointed
despite her non-military or defense
background.

Although Lebanon is considered to
be liberal within the regional
context, with women occupying a
significant place in public life,
patriarchal norms are still
dominant in the country, as its
politics continues to revolve
around men. This is partly related
both to the complex political
power-sharing system in Lebanon,
which is based on religious and
sectarian sensitivities, and also
women's status in general in the
Arab world. However, last year,
the country did name its first
female interior minister, who
hailed her appointment as a “point
of pride for all women.”

Following the resignation of Saad
Hariri, new Prime Minister Hassan
Diab leads a government that
includes six female ministers. The
new Lebanese government has a
busy agenda to deal with in order to
get things on track in the country.
Among the challenges faced by this
Cabinet is to gain the trust of the
public, build confidence and peace
among several factions in the multi-
ethnic society, improve the
economic situation, and effectively
respond to the demands of the

Women Breaking the Glass Ceiling
all Over the World

protesters. Thus, both challenges
and opportunities await the female
ministers of the new Cabinet. The
defense and interior ministers have
already broken the stereotype that
women are ill-suited to handling
situations related to a country's
national security.

Other important appointment news
came from Greece, which has a
historically low number of women
in senior political positions.
Greece's lawmakers [...] elected
their country's first female
president 62-year-old high court
judge and human rights advocate
Katerina Sakellaropoulou by an
overwhelming majority. The
unprecedented step of proposing a
progressive female judge to
assume the role of head of state
caught many by surprise, but
Prime Minister
KyriakosMitsotakis said: “The
time has come for Greece to open
up to the future,” adding that
change in Greek society “starts
from the top ... with Greek women
receiving the position they
deserve.”

(Lebanese government ministers, left to right; Minister of
LaborLamiaYammine, Justice Minister Marie-Claude Najem, Defense
Minister ZeinaAkar, Minister of Youth and Sports VartieOhanian, Minister
of Information Manal Abdul-Samad and Minister of Displaced
GhadaShreim)
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“ New Lebanese Prime
Minister Hassan Diab
leads a government that
includes six female
ministers.,,

Itis significant that a nation used to
the divisiveness of bipartisan
politics will soon have a non-
partisan president, who will enjoy
broad support from across the
political spectrum.
Sakellaropoulou was nominated
by the ruling conservative New
Democracy party, but also
managed to secure the backing of
the main opposition party Syriza
and the center-left Movement for
Change. However, it is not new for
this veteran judge to break the
glass ceiling of the patriarchy, as
she was also the first woman to
serve as president of the Council of
State, the country's top
administrative court.

Ahead of becoming the figurehead
of a country that is trying to get out
of a decade-long financial and
political crisis, the president-elect

noted the “difficult conditions and
challenges of the 21st century,
including the financial crisis,
climate change, the mass
movement of populations and the
consequent humanitarian crisis,
the erosion of the rule of law, and
all manner of inequalities and
exclusions.”

Last October, Belgium's king
appointed Sophie Wilmes as the
country's prime minister, making
her the first woman to hold the
office in the country's near-200-
year history. She is another of the
many examples to have appeared
recently that signal the
improvement in the presence of
women in significant positions.

Needless to say, having more
women ministers will encourage
others to join politics. There is an
old stereotype that says “if women

ran the world, there would be no
wars.” This is both right and
wrong. We cannot totally agree
with this statement due to some
historical facts. Turkey's first and
so far only female Prime Minister
Tansu Ciller and India's Indira
Gandhi, among others, could be
listed as examples in this case. This
may be because, in societies where
the patriarchy has more supporters,
female leaders are considered
“weak” due to their gender and this
perception encourages some
women leaders to adopt more
aggressive policies. However,
male-dominated leaderships have
not brought peace either.
Therefore, although the above
statement might not be strictly
true, we might agree that having
more women in senior leadership
positions would make a significant
change, which would be more
likely to be positive than adverse.

SinemCengiz is a Turkish political
analyst who specializes in Turkey's
relations with the Middle East

Source: arabnews.jp

Malaysia: Woman as Police
Counter terror Chief

A bioterrorism expert recently
became Malaysia's first female
counterterror chief, taking the
helm of the Muslim-majority
nation's agency in charge of
fighting threats from violent
extremist groups. Police
Inspector-General Abdul Hamid
Bador confirmed Normah Ishak’s
appointment as the police
branch’s new chief. He described
Normah as “a highly qualified,
very experienced, [and] tough
professional of high integrity, and
an excellent commander.” “She is
a gutsy officer and there is no
doubt she will carry out the task
given to her to the best of her
ability,” the national police chief
said.

A source at federal police
headquarters in Kuala Lumpur

said she was the right person to
lead the counterterrorism unit.
“She is a woman, but gender has
nothing to do with how one
executes the task given. She is
capable of carrying out the task as
counterterror chief. She is very
strict but humble,” the source told
BenarNews.
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Yazidi Girls Seek to Find Healing

When Rainas Elias was 14,
‘Islamic State' militants overran
her Yazidi homeland in northern
Iraq, kidnapped her and sold her to
afighter who repeatedly raped and
tortured her before selling her to
an even more brutal monster. Two
years after her escape, Elias was
visiting Britain recently with a
choir created by young survivors
of atrocities of 'lslamic State'
terrorists.

The girls, aged 15 to 22, say the
choir provides them with
friendship, healing and an escape
from the traumatic memories that
haunt them.The choir has sung at
Westminster Abbey and will
perform at the Houses of
Parliament and in front of Prince
Charles, a longtime patron of
AMAR, a charity helping with the
girls' rehabilitationin Iraq.

The estimated 400,000-strong
Yazidi community in Iraq is a
Kurdish minority whose faith
combines elements of
Christianity, Zoroastrianism and
Islam. 'Islamic State' terrorists
killed and abducted thousands of
Yazidis after unleashing a 2014
assault on their Mount Sinjar
heartland in what the United
Nations says was genocide.
Although the militants were
driven out three years ago, most
Yazidis still live in camps, too
afraidtoreturn.

On a boat ride down the River
Thames in Britain recently, the girls
gathered on the deck to take in the

sights and snap selfies. In their
sunglasses and high street fashions,
they could have been any group of
excited teenagers on their first trip
abroad until they brought out a
large tambourine-like daf drum and
broke into song. Music is central to
Yazidi religion and culture, but it
has never been written down or
recorded. British virtuoso violinist
Michael Bochmann has been
working with Yazidi musicians and
AMAR to record the ancient
music. Bochmann and the choir
handed over the archive to Oxford
University's Bodleian Library. The
project also aims to protect Yazidi
music by teaching it to hundreds of
young people in the camps.
Although traditionally performed
by men, nearly half those learning
are girls and women, which
Bochmann is delighted by. He said
the choir was having a
transformative effect. “It's
extraordinary how they've grown
in confidence,” Bochmann told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation.
“The great thing about music is that
it makes you live in the here and
now. More than any other art form,
it can make you happy in the
presentmoment.”

For their performance, the girls
donned long white and lilac
dresses tied with orange sashes,
and black headdresses adorned
with gold. As they danced with
sequined scarves or ululated
during a folksong it was hard to
imagine the horrors they had

endured so recently. About half
the 14 choir members were
enslaved. Most did not want to tell
their stories, but Elias was keen to
speak out. “I'm not sure whether
I'll (ever) recover from what I've
experienced,” said the teenager
who spent three years in captivity.
Elias was sold three times to
different men after her abductors
took her to Syria. The second man,
a Saudi national, died while she
was pregnant. She was sold with
her child to a Moroccan who raped
her “like a monster,” sometimes
six times a day.She became
pregnant twice but lost both
babies, attributing the first
miscarriage partly to torture.
Elias's family secured her release
in 2017 for $12,000. Her sister and
two brothers are among thousands
of Yazidis who are still missing.

Some choir members were even
younger when abducted. One girl
was sold five times to ISIS rapists
after being kidnapped when she
was 11. Another was nine when
she was taken as a domestic slave.
Her tiny frame suggests how little
she was givento eat.

Elias, now 19, said the
international community must
help rescue remaining captives
and ensure the Yazidis are never
persecuted again. It is a message
the choir was taking to politicians
and religious leaders during their
tripto Britain.

(Extracted from
nationalpost.com)

Indonesian Islamic Women's Group
Help Transgender School

In line with its inclusive policy and
moderate approach, the
Yogyakarta branch of Fatayat
Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), the
women's wing of the Indonesian
Islamic movement Nahdlatul
Ulama (one of the largest Islamic
movements in the world), has
expressed willingness to provide
female preachers to Al Fatah
transgender Islamic boarding
school. “We don't have a different
view of transgenders,” the branch's
chairwoman, Khotimatul Husna.

The group signed a memorandum
of understanding on the plan with
the boarding school's head,
ShintarRatri. Witnessing the
signing were students of Sunan
Kalijaga State Islamic University's
School of Ushulludin, researchers
and members of local transgender
groups, including Yogyakarta
Transgender Association (Iwayo)
chair KusumaAyu.

Khotimatul said Fatayat NU
Yogyakarta had a moderate view
and aimed to make friends with
anybody, including transgender
people. The more friends it had, the
more goodness it could generate

for all mankind, she said. “We can
learn together. This is a good start,”
she said, adding that with Fatayat,
the transgender community could
learn about gender issues and get
access to counselling services on
violence against women and
children. They could also avail of
security aid from Garda Fatayat,
which is a women- and child-
friendly group that promotes peace
and tolerance and condemns
violence.

Separately, Shinta Ratri said Al-
Fatah hosted a preaching
programme every Sunday that
included activities like social
gatherings, Quran reading,
Maghrib prayers and a preaching
forum. The boarding school was
established in 2006 and is a place
for transgender people to learn
more about religion, as well as
participate in culture activities and
transgender empowerment
discussions, among other things.
“We really hope that once amontha
preacher from Fatayat NU will visit
us and preach here,” said Shinta,
who last year was a recipient of a
Front Line Defenders Award froma
human rights organization in

Dublin, Ireland. Shinta also
expressed hope that the preacher
would also participate in
discussions and social activities
organized by the boarding school.

Forty-two transwomen currently
attend the boarding school, located
in Kotagede, Yogyakarta. The
boarding school's supervisor,
Masthuriyah Sa'da, said the
cooperation would run for a year
and could be extended. A preacher
from Fatayat NU, she said, would
preach on the most basic of Islamic
teachings. “The preacher for sure
must be sensitive to gender issues
and be nonjudgmental,” she said.

Runi, one of the boarding school's
transgender students, said
everyone should be able to interact
with the marginalized transgender
community, which would open the
way to mutual understanding. “If
there is interaction, there will be no
reason to hate one another,” she
said.Al Falah is said to be the only
Islamic boarding school in the
world for transwomen.

(Extracted from the
jakartapost.com)

Muslim Board has Little to
Offer Muslim Women
Demanding Right to

Pray in Mosques

Indian Muslims for Secular Democracy

PressiRelease d
While welcoming the submission
of the All India Muslim Personal
Board (AIMPLB) in the Supreme
Court that Islam permits Muslim
women to pray inside a mosque,
Indian Muslims for Secular
Democracy (IMSD) questions the
“howevers” with which its
counter-affidavitis laced.

Though it is true that participation
in congregational prayers at
mosques is not obligatory for
women, it is an undisputed fact
that during the lifetime of Prophet
Muhammad, women were part of
mixed gender prayers in Islam's
two holiest mosques: in Mecca
and Madina. The practice has
since continued through most of
the Arab world. Millions of
Muslim men and women from
across the globe pray together
during the annual Haj pilgrimage,
Contrary to this, the doors of over
95% mosques in India [...] remain
shut for Muslim women. This is
the context in which a Muslim
couple has petitioned the Supreme
Court for women's right to pray in
mosques and in which the
AIMPLB seems to be speaking up
forwomen but only apparently so.

To begin with, the AIMPLB
contends that issues of faith
should be left “to be resolved
through the processes of social
transformation within the
religious faith itself instead of the
court seeking resolution through
judicial process”. IMSD strongly
disagrees. It believes that as
custodian-in-chief of the
Constitution, the apex court is
obliged to uphold women's right
to gender equality and non-
discrimination guaranteed under

itinall spheres of life.

Next, the Board states: “AMuslim
woman is free to enter a masjid for
prayers. Itis her choice to exercise
her right to avail of such facilities
asavailable”. Butwhat ifawoman
enters a mosque only to be told by
the mutawalli (manager) that in
his mosque there is no facility
available for woman? To this the
AIMPLB says that mosques are
managed by mutawallis
(administrators) and neither it nor
the court “can enter into the arena
of detailed arrangements of a
religious place”.

What if the mutawalli claims that
in his understanding of Islam only
men are meant to pray in
mosques? To this the counter-
affidavit states: “AIMPLB does
not want to comment on any
contrary religious opinion on this
issue”. To women who thus will
be kept away from mosques
across India on one pretext the
Board has this consolation to
offer: A woman praying at home
earns the same sawaab (religious
reward) as her praying in a
mosque.

In short, the AIMPLB has nothing
except a mere opinion to offer to
Muslim women demanding equal
access to mosques. And it wants
the Supreme Court to stay far
away from this matter of faith.

For further details, please
contact:

JavedAnand
FerozeMithiborwala

Convener Co-convener
9870402556 7678074545
(Source: sabrangindia.in)

When God pushes you to the edge, trust Him
Because only one of two things can happen:

Either He will catch you when you fall,
Or He will teach you how to fly!
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46% Women Among 17,000 Saudis
Registered To Become Conciliators

The Saudi Ministry of Justice
recently announced that as many
as 17,000 people had applied to
register as conciliators at the
Reconciliation Center under the
ministry. Around 7,800 of those
registered at the time were
women, accounting for 46 percent
of the total applicants. This comes
after the Ministry of Justice,
represented by the Conciliation
Center, has allowed men and
women to register as conciliators.
It allowed individuals of both
genders or from the profit and
non-profit sectors to register as
conciliators. They can practise
conciliation out of courts or within
the courtrooms. The conciliation
minutes they issue will become
executive documents once
electronic approval was accorded
by the Conciliation Center at the
ministry.

Recently, Saudi women have
taken up leading positions of late
in public as well as private sectors.
There has been a tremendous

response from young Saudi
women to take up jobs at the
Ministry of Justice. There are 220
women working at the ministry
after they were allowed to work in
this vital sector in 2018 and
creation of a separate department
for women at the ministry last
October. As many as 57 women
got license to undertake
attestation services, issuance and
cancellation of power of attorney
and other notary services. There
has been a 240 percent increase in
the number of licensed women
lawyers. There are 418 female
lawyers, in addition to 3,140
trainee lawyers.

Recently, Saudi minister of justice
and president of the Supreme
Judicial Council, Walid bin
Mohammed Al-Samaani, ordered
the appointment of a woman,
Shorooq bint Mohammed Al-
Jadaan as deputy director-general
for alimony affairs. She is the first
woman to assume a leading
position at the alimony fund. The

fund aims to ensure alimony is
paid to beneficiaries as quickly as
possible, and help achieve a
financial balance for families.

The Saudi Ministry of Justice has
implemented a number of
initiatives in the past few years to
increase the number of female
employees and improve their
representation in promoted
positions. In late 2017, it started to
provide special sections for
women in courts around the
country and appoint female
notaries. Previously it was rare for
women to work in courts. Women
can now work as social
researchers and administrative
assistants. More women are also
working in the ministry's digital
transformation project, and in
related fields such as computer
science, software engineering and
information systems. In addition,
there has been a huge increase in
the number of registered female
lawyers, from only 10 in 2013 to
487 by November last year.

Women Can Offer Prayers At Mosques:
Muslim Personal Law Board

Entry of women into mosques to
offer prayers, as per Islamic
texts, is permitted, the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) said in an affidavit
submitted before the Supreme
Court. It also said any fatwa
barring the entry of women “may
be ignored”. The submission was
made in response to a plea filed
by a Pune-based couple seeking
the apex court directions to allow
women to enter a mosque and

offer prayers.

Women are not prohibited from
entering mosques under Islamic
tenets, the AIll India Muslim
Personal Law Board told the
Supreme Court. "Islam permits
the entry of women into
mosques. However, unlike men,
it is not mandatory for them to
offer Friday prayers or attend
congregational prayers,” the
Muslim body said in an affidavit

filed in response to a petition
seeking that women be allowed
to "worship at all mosques".

There is no bar on women and men
praying together either, itadded.

"(We have) taken a stand as per
Islamic texts that the entry of
woman into mosques for namaz
be permitted. Any other ‘fatwa’ to
this effect may be ignored," news
agency IANS quoted the Muslim
body as saying in its affidavit.

Egypt: Outcry Against Female
Genital Mutilation

After the death of a young girl in
upper Egypt during a botched
circumcision, women and doctors in
Cairo launched anumber of protests
in recent days to decry the practice,
which has been officially outlawed
since 2008. A crowd of mostly
women took to the streets of Cairo to
protest the enduring but now illegal
practice of female circumcision.
Egypt has the largest percentage of
circumcised women of any country
inthe world.

The protests began after 12-year-
old Nada Hassan Abdel Magsoud
died from a botched circumcision
in the Upper Egypt town of
Assyout. Both the girl's father and
uncle were arrested and held for
questioning for four days, along
with the retired doctor who
performed the procedure.

Since 2003, at least six Egyptian

young women have died as a result
of being circumcised.

Writer and sociologist Nawal
Sadawi decried the practice at a
recent women's forum. She said
that circumcising women is
ghastly, both medically, socially
and psychologically. It is deceitful,
she said, to cut off a part of a girl's
body on the pretext of morality.

Dr. George Nashed, who heads the
good practices committee of the
Egyptian Doctors' Syndicate, told
Egyptian media that female
circumcision continues, despite
having been outlawed in 2008. He
said that Egyptian law now bans
the procedure, but it remains a
customary practice, even if it is not
based in religion. He said the
practice is less common in Cairo,
but widespread in the provinces
and villages.

More than 87% of Egyptian
women from ages 15 to 49 are
circumcised. The figure is almost
as high in Sudan. By contrast, only
18.5% of Yemeni women and just
7.4% of lIragi women are
circumcised.

Woman Ensures Dignity
In Death For Unclaimed
Bodies

Women are not usually allowed
into burial grounds. But in NR
Pura of Chikkamagaluru district
in Karnataka, a Muslim woman
has broken the barrier and won the
hearts of locals. Jubeda Akbar Ali,
a 45-year-old Muslim widow, is
member of the local town
panchayat performs the last rites
of unidentified bodies. This
mother of two girls also works as
an ambulance driver. She
graduated from Koppa First
Grade College.

On Saturday, she transported the
body of an unidentified person in
his fifties in her ambulance and
arranged the burial. “He had been
ill for many days. After his death,
the body was kept in the mortuary
for many days. As no one came
forward to claim it, we decided to
bury it as per rules. As no relative
was present, | offered prayers and
did the burial,” she said.

She said her father wanted her to
be involved in social service. She
said: “I did my first burial in 2003.
A woman’s body was being
transported in a tractor used to

Jubeda Akbar Ali

dump garbage. That made me take
up this service and provide
dignified last rites. Now, if | come
across an unidentified body, |
organise the funeral and so far,
I’ve buried 10 persons. | learnt
driving when | was young and
started driving the ambulance two
years ago. Some persons donated
an ambulance and | ferry patients,
the destitute, among others, in it.”
For locals, she is a familiar face.
“What makes her special is her
decision to take up a challenging
task like organising a burial for
unclaimed bodies,” said Raju, a
local resident.
(For details, see
timesofindia.indiatimes.com)

Man Who Worked For
Bhopal Gas Tragedy
Victims Gets Padma Shri

Abdul Jabbar of Bhopal, who
fought a long battle for the victims
of the Bhopal gas tragedy in 1984,
has been awarded the Padma Shri.
He is receiving this honour
posthumously. Abdul Jabbar, who
died on November 14 last year left
behind a wife and three children.

Abdul Jabbar's wife SairaBanu
said that her husband never
thought about his own family. He
made the gas victims his family.
“He always kept thinking about
the gas victims, and at the last
moment he had told me not to let
the gas victims fight end here but
to take this fight further”, she
added.

Abdul Jabbar's eldest son Sahil

| T

said that he had learned to serve
the poor from his father. Sahil said
that his father used to stay at home
very rarely he used to go out in the
morning to help the gas victims
and sometimes when there was no
money in his pocket, he would
borrow and help the gas victims.
“l learned the same from my
father”, he says.

Qatar's First Female Minister Passes Away

Sheikha Al Mahmoud, the
first female minister of
education and higher
education of Qatar, passed
away recently. After
obtaining a bachelor's
degree in Arabic language,
she started work in 1970 as a teacher
and then a school director. She
worked as undersecretary at the
Ministry of Education and Higher
Education. H E Sheikha Al

Mahmoud became the
Minister of Education and
Higher Education in 2003,
— the first female minister in
Qatar. She also chaired
many committees,
including employees
affairs, general supervisory on
school development project.
Sheikha Al Mahmoud received
many honours, as she was honoured
- as a pioneer figure - at the level of

the Arab World on Arab Women's
Dayin2002.

Qatar University also chose
Sheikha Al Mahmoud to be the
personality of the year for social
responsibility for the year 2018 in
recognition of her services
throughout her career in inspiring
generations, through many
achievements and initiatives,
especially in her decades-long
educational career.
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An Explanation of Human Suffering

This brilliantly-written book by Bangalore-based spiritual teacher Atman
in Ravi or AiR seeks to provide an explanation of human suffering even
why 'bad' things happen even to supposedly 'good’ people.

Name of the Book: Why Bad Things Can't Happen to Good People!:
Because APPLES Can't Grow on MANGO Trees

Author: Atman in Ravi (AiR)

Published by: AiR Institute of Realization, Bangalore (air.ind.in)

Year: 2019
Pages: 122

Price: Rs. 125 (paperback)/ Rs. 175 (hardcover)

Reviewed by
Qalamdar

Imost every human being
seeks happiness and,
conversely, tries to avoid

pain. Yet, why is it that all of us
experience painful situations
every now and then? Why is there
so much suffering in the world,
including in our own life? Most of
us must have reflected on this
question at least some time or the
other.

Another, related, issue is the
question of what many of us might
regard as unwarranted pain in the
world. Why is it, we may ask
ourselves, that people who we
think are very good and kind
sometimes face excruciatingly
painful situations in life? Surely,
we may tell ourselves, they didn't
deserve it. We might be able to
accept something 'bad' happening
to someone who has done a
grievous wrong to somebody else
as a just punishment for his action,
but we might find it impossible to
understand why a person we think
is noble might sometimes face the
same sort of predicament. On a
larger scale, the enormous amount
of pain that millions of people are
subjected to in large parts of the
world as a result of war, poverty,
displacement in the name of
‘development’ and so on may
make us lose hope in the
possibility of goodness and justice
in this world. We may be led to
complete despair.

For religious people who believe
in God, the Creator and Controller
of the universe, this what we may
regard as unwarranted suffering
may pose major theological
questions concerning the power,
goodness and justice of God. If
God is, as many religions say, All-
Powerful, All-Just and All-Good,
why does God allow what we
might think is undeserved
suffering and pain in this world,
and on such a massive scale? If
God is as believers say God is,
why doesn't God put an immediate
end to all misery in the world?

Atheists often raise these sorts of
questions in their critique of the
conceptof God. If God were really
true and if God were truly
powerful, good and just, as is
claimed by those who believe in
God, surely God wouldn't have

permitted ‘'innocent’ people to
suffer, they would say.

For their part, theists respond to
the same questions by articulating
theories that seek to show that the
fact of human suffering can
actually be easily reconciled with
faith in the existence of a loving,
powerful and just God. Different
theistic traditions might offer
somewhat different theories in
thisregard, though.

This brilliantly-written book by
Bangalore-based spiritual teacher
Atman in Ravi or AiR seeks to
provide an explanation of human
suffering even why 'bad" things
happen even to supposedly 'good'
people from a theistic perspective
that is based principally on two
tenets: firstly, the Law of Action
and Reaction, and, secondly,
beliefinrebirth.

According to the Law of Action
and Reaction, we get what we
give. We reap what we sow. To use
a simile from the book, apples
can't grow on mango trees. If we
Sow a mango seed, we can't expect
that when it turns into a tree it will
produce apples. What it will
produce is mangoes! In the same
way, if we do something bad, we
are bound to receive the same in
return, now or some time later.
Conversely, if we do a good deed,
we are bound to receive good in
return, in this world or the
Hereafter. Probably all religions
are on common ground here.

All religions have a concept of the
Hereafter, the afterlife that
follows the death of the body. But
the way the afterlife is conceived
is different in various religions.
Some religions believe that
human beings get just one life,
after which they will either go to
Heaven or Hell forever, as a
reward or punishment for their
actions while on earth as the case
might be. Other religions believe
in a cyclical theory of rebirth,
determined by one's actions while
on earth a perspective that the
author also supports. Based on the
theory of rebirth, the book argues
that much of the suffering that
people face in this world could be
a result of negative actions they
had committed in this or some
previous life. Thus, for instance, if
a person we regard as ‘good’ or a
little child faces a major calamity,
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it could be that this is a just reward
for some wrong they had
committed in a previous life.
Thus, we create our own pain it is
not the result of some arbitrary
decision of God the author seems
to suggest. We have no one but our
own selves to blame for our
miseries. In this way, faith in an
All-powerful, All-just and All-
good God can be reconciled with
the fact of human suffering.

Along with seeking to explain the
fact of suffering, the book
provides insights on how to
handle suffering our own as well
as other people's and how to lead a
life that can liberate us from
suffering forever.

Not everyone will, of course,
agree with everything that this
book says. Atheists would
naturally not agree with its
assertions about the Creator God.
For their part, theists from
religious traditions that uphold a
different theory of the afterlife
might differ with regard to some
of its claims. But that said, this
book is a great must-read. It seeks
to provide a explanation of human
suffering and liberation from it
from a religious perspective in a
manner easily understandable to
even those with a minimum of

prior theological knowledge.
(Like many other books by AiR,
this book can be obtained from
Amazon.in)

If you have the Spirit of
Understanding everything
in a Positive way...
You'll Enjoy

each & every
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Moment of Life,
whether it’s
Pressure or Pleasure!

Turning Weaknesses
iInto Strengths!

This was the first time | was reading a
self-help book that directly draws
inspiration from Islam.

Title: The Secret Of Success

Author: Maulana Wahiduddin Khan
Publisher: Goodword Books (www.goodwordbooks.com)

Year: 2020

Pages: 336

Price: Rs. 150

By Haris F. Farooqui

The Secret of Success isan English
translation of the Urdu book Raaz-
e-Hayat, written by Maulana
Wahiduddin Khan, an
international scholar of repute.
The 95-year-old author is a well-
known personality in the
international community and is a
recipient of many awards. He has
authored several books and
promotes peace and spirituality
through interfaith efforts.

The Secret of Success is organized
into more than 200 short chapters.
Each chapter explains a concept
by way of an example drawn from
either nature or from experiences
of different people. The writer
seeks to encourage individuals to
turn their weaknesses into
strengths by transforming their
views.

Having read many self-help books
by different authors, | thought this
might just another one of the sort.
But it actually turned out to be
something quite different. This
was the first time | was reading a
self-help book that directly draws
inspiration from Islam, and it
contains many instances which |
can directly relate to in my daily
life.

The book is well organized, with
each chapter giving new insight
into one's life. When | completed
the first chapter, interest and
curiosity led me to the second
chapter and to the third and so on.
With each chapter, | could relate to
situations and circumstances in
my own life.

The overall theme of the book can
be summed up as learning the art
of managing the way we respond
to situations rather than
confronting them. Non-
confrontational methods are the
best way to succeed in life.
Confrontation only yields more
negativity and is bound to produce
negative results while also
upsetting others. The book
emphasizes how we can handle

‘ ‘ The simplicity
and clarity with which
the author presents
key concepts made me
wonder how
complicated we have
made our lives by
trying to implement
complicated

advice!

everyday challenging situations in
the most positive manner. Such
situations can become for us a
great means to grow as persons.
The book also has advice for
business owners and employees
and for people keen to move ahead
in their career. The simplicity and
clarity with which the author
presents key concepts made me
wonder how complicated we have
made our lives by trying to
implement complicated advice!

Although detailed, the chapters
are short and concise and hence
easy to read and comprehend. On
the completion of each chapter,
you will only be more curious and
fresh to begin a new one. This is a
book that will never tire you. |
recommend this book to anybody
who is interested in learning the
'how' of managing their lives and
the 'how' of avoiding
confrontations.

Four Things Which Harm The Body

3) Staying hungry
4) Staying up late

1) Anxiety (about the future)
2) Sorrow (for what happened in the past)

(Ibn al-Qayyim, in Zaad al-Ma'ad)
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Dialogue Only Way Forward For
Social Harmony: Cardinal Gracias

Bengaluru: Cardinal Oswald
Gracias, president of the Catholic
Bishops' Conference of India,
says consistent dialogue with all
sections of people is important
and necessary to maintain unity
and harmony in society.“Dialogue
is the tapestry of different
cultures, languages and ethnic
diversity and the Church has
always stood for service of
society,” the cardinal, who is also
the Archbishop of Bombay, told a
press conference on February 12,
the eve of the bishops'
conference's 34th biennial plenary
session. The February 13-19 meet
at the St John's Academy of
Medical Sciences chose the theme
“Dialogue: The Path to Truth and
Charity.”

Cardinal Gracias called for a
variety of dialogues, particularly
cultural dialogue for the whole
country. As a new decade begins,
the Catholic Church in India will
move forward to dialogue with all
groups in society. This could
include civic bodies, government
and non-governmental
organizations so as to create a
peaceful and a harmonious
environment for all to live as true
citizens of the rich land, India, the
cardinal said.

The cardinal, one of the six

Cardinal Gracias addressing a press conference

consultants of Pope Francis,
assured all Indian citizens that the
Church in India would continue to
live the gospel values of peace, joy
and harmony and always work for
the whole humanity.

Cardinal Gracias also reiterated
his stand that the federal
government should hold dialogue
with those opposing the
controversial Citizens
Amendment Act (CAA) and come
to an arrangement on finding a
way forward with justice, equity
and fairness.

“There is no harm in backtracking
and changing the course if it is
necessary for the good of the
country and our people,” he said
and recalled that he had expressed
the same views on CAA and
dialogue soon after Christmas.

Answering a wide range of
questions along with Bishop
Joshua Mar Ignathios, CBCI Vice
President and Interim Secretary
General, he said the Catholic
Church in India was committed to
the idea of dialogue and believes
that dialogue with diverse groups
in society, different religions,
ethic and cultural entities
including all civic bodies,
governmental and non-
governmental organizations was
necessary for creating a peaceful
and harmonious environment for
all to live as true citizens.
CardinalGracias said dialogue
was the only way to resolve the
present impasse on CAA in
national interest.

(Extracted from
mattersindia.com)

South Asians Celebrate Passage of Resolution
Opposing CAA And NRC By Seattle City Council

Seattle City Council became the
first legislative body in the United
States to take a stance on India's
CAAand NRC, which have created
turmoil in India since the CAA
passed in December 2019.

The resolution was passed on
February 3" causing celebrations
amongst the hundreds of South
Asians settled in Seattle who rallied
and attended a midday City
Council voteto express their
support. The resolution,
introduced by Council member
Kshama Sawant, opposes India's
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) and Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA), affirm

Seattle as a welcoming city, and
express City Council's solidarity
with Seattle z’s South Asian
community regardless of religion
and caste.

Individuals and organisations from
the South Asia community such as
APl Chaya, Tasveer, IAMC
Seattle, Council of American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR)
Washington, Seattle South Asians
Building Accountability & Healing
(SABAH), Khalsa Gurmat Center
Federal Way, Gurudwara of
Renton, Gurudwara of Auburn,
Gurudwara of Kent, Gurudwara of
Bothell and the Seattle LGBTQ
Commission joined national
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organizations Equality Labs,
Amnesty International USA,and
the Ambedkar King Study Circle
have spoken up against the CAA
(Citizenship Amendment Act) and
NRC (National Register of
Citizens).
Veena Roy of SABAH said in the
press release, “As South Asians in
Seattle, SABAH confirms that the
CAA is not an internal issue to
India, and that Seattle must take a
stand against it. There are
thousands here in Seattle who are
intimately connected to the
minority experience in India, some
have needed to migrate here after
similar violence in the past, and
many who have family in India
who directly experience the
violence that the Indian
government clamors to keep
hidden. We know that Kshama
Sawant's resolution is much more
than a symbolic gesture. It has
created ripples in the Greater
Seattle Area, even in India. As a
community of Seattle, a sanctuary
city that fights for equality and
safety for the undocumented, we
applaud the passing of this
resolution.”

(Extracted from twocircles.net)

CAA Is "Divisive,
Discriminatory",
Revoke “Immediately":
Goa Archbishop

Panaji: Archbishop of Goa and
Daman, Rev Filipe Neri Ferrao,
has urged the central government
to "immediately and
unconditionally revoke the
Citizenship Amendment Act" and
stop quashing the "right to
dissent". He also appealed to the
government not to implement the
proposed countrywide National
Register of Citizens (NRC) and
the National Population Register
(NPR).

Diocesan Centre for Social
Communications Media, a wing
of the Goa Church, in a statement
said, "The Archbishop and the
Catholic community of Goa
would like to appeal to the
government to listen to the voice
of millions in India, to stop
quashing the right to dissent and,
above all, to immediately and
unconditionally revoke the CAA
and desist from implementing the
NRC andthe NPR."

The CAA, NRC and NPR are
"divisive and discriminatory" and
will certainly have a "negative and
damaging effect" on a multi-
cultural democracy like ours, the
church said. There is serious
concern that NRC and NPR will
result in "direct victimisation of
the underprivileged classes,
particularly Dalits, adivasis,
migrant labourers, nomadic
communities and the countless
undocumented people who, after
having been recognised as worthy
citizens and voters for more than
70 years, will suddenly run the
risk of becoming stateless and
candidates for detention camps,”
it said. There has been widespread
discontent and open protests

throughout the country and even
abroad against the CAA, NRC and
NPR, which are "forecasting a
systematic erosion of values,
principles and rights" that have
been guaranteed to all citizens in
the Constitution, the release said.

Eminent citizens, including top
intellectuals and legal luminaries,
have taken a studied and
unequivocal stand against the
CAA,NRCand NPR, it noted.

Goa also witnessed several
protests, which transcended the
confines of religious and caste
affiliation and brought people
from all walks of life together on
one united platform, said the
statement.

It said Christians in India have
always been a peace-loving
community and deeply committed
to the ideals of justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity, enshrined
in the Constitution.

"We have always taken great pride
that our beloved country is a
secular, sovereign, socialist,
pluralistic and democratic
republic,"” the church said.

The very fact that CAA uses
religion goes against the secular
fabric of the country, it said. "It
goes against the spirit and heritage
of our land which, since times
immemorial, has been a
welcoming home to all, founded
on the belief that the whole world
is one big family," the church said.
"We pray for our beloved country,
that good sense, justice and peace
prevail in the hearts and minds of
all," itadded.

(Extracted from ndtv.com)

MANUU Discusses Sufi
Connection Between
India & Iran

Hyderabad: 'lIslamic
Mysticism or Sufism is a
significant part of intellectual
heritage. This school of thought
is very important and effective
in countering extremist
ideologies. Dr. Mohammed Ali
Rabbani, Cultural Counselor,
Iran Culture House (ICH), New
Delhi expressed these views at
the Maulana Azad National
Urdu University, while
addressing the inaugural session of
a seminar, “Significance of
Mysticism in Historical
Perspective of India and Iran”.

MANUU organised the seminar in
collaboration with ICH. An Islamic
calligraphy exhibition by Iranian
scholar Dr. Masoud Rabbani was
also inaugurated on the occasion.
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Bonding Together Beyond
Differences: Reasons To Live

Muslim youngsters need to develop the qualities of attentive listening,
acknowledging, and sharing. They must recognise the importance of
positive efforts to promote interfaith and inter-community dialogue.

By Haris F. Farooqui

A dispassionate discussion about
religious beliefs between people
of different faith backgrounds is
the need of the hour today. People
of different faiths must come
together to discuss their beliefs,
practices and the values that they
follow, or claim to follow. They
need to engage in dialogue rather
than confrontation and learn the
art of living amicably together
even though they may have
differences in matters of faith.
Positive interactions between
people from diverse religious
backgrounds is really essential
today. Members of different faith
communities should try to see the
brighter side of each other's
religions, for which establishing
friendly interpersonal relations
between people from different
religious communities is very
important. While such relations
are vital for learning about others,
they are also necessary for
effectively explaining or sharing
one’s own worldview with others.
Peaceful dialogue is what is
needed, not one-sided speeches,
which is often perceived as
moralizing, biased and even
boring. People like to be heard
more than being talked to.

In this context, Muslim
youngsters need to develop the
qualities of attentive listening,
acknowledging, and sharing.
They must recognise the
importance of positive efforts to
promote interfaith and inter-
community dialogue.

Recently, | happened to attend a
workshop organised by a group
known as the ‘Inter-Religious

“ Participants from a
particular religious
background shared their
religious beliefs and the
others appreciated them.
One participant opined
that if you remove the
religious label, what you
have is ancient knowledge
that has passed down

through generations.”

Harmony Movement’ (IRHM). It
was held at Ashirvad, a Catholic-
run centre off St. Marks Road in
Bengaluru. The workshop
provided a very useful occasion
for people from different religious
and community backgrounds to
spend quality time together,
sharing with, and learning from,
each other.

The IRHM is an interfaith group
that was formed in 1973 by a
Jesuit (Catholic) priest, the late
Father Ronnie Prabhu. The group
is still very active. They hold
interfaith events around twice a
month. | was surprised that
despite living in Bengaluru, | had
not been aware of such a group
before.

The theme of the workshop was
‘Reasons To Live’. Different
speakers, from different religious
backgrounds, spoke on the issue,
providing participants rich food
for thought. I particularly enjoyed
the group activities where people
of different faith backgrounds
individually discussed their
values, and one person from the
group presented the points to the
rest of the participants.
Participants from a particular
religious background shared their

religious beliefs and the others
appreciated them. One participant
opined that if you remove the
religious label, what you have is
ancient knowledge that has passed
down through generations. This
resonated well with my
understanding about the value of
much knowledge that is
sometimes dismissed as ‘old-
fashioned’ simply because it is
rooted inreligion.

The atmosphere in the workshop
was very relaxed and participants
were eager to share their beliefs
and learn from fellow-participants
from different faith backgrounds.
I did not find anybody to be
preachy. Nor was anybody shying
away from sharing what they
believed in or practised.

I hope that more people join
interfaith groups, make friends
with people from different faith
backgrounds, become more
tolerant of different beliefs, accept
religious differences and resolve
belief-related conflicts by way of
peaceful dialogue.

Catholic Religious Support Shaheen
Bagh's Women Protesters

New Delhi, Feb 4, 2020:
A group of Catholic
religious has expressed
solidarity with the
women protesters of [ =
ShaheenBagh in the |
national capital. Around
25 Catholic priests and
nuns from Delhi led by
Presentation Sister
Anastasia Gill on
February 2 spent a day
with the women who are
protesting against the

Sr Gill (right) and Sr Shalini Mulackal the

(left) with a woman protester

Constitution of India,”
said Sister Gill while
addressing thousands of
women gathered at the
south Delhi suburb. The
nun, who is the Christian
member of the Delhi
Minorities Commission,
said as “citizens of this
great nation, Christians
are in solidarity with the
protesters as they defend
idea of India
cherished by the father

Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA). “The
Christian community rejects CAA

as this piece of legislation that is
against the spirit of the

of our Nation Mahatma
Gandhiji and
BabasahebAmbedkar.”

The Catholic religious sang with
the protesters 'Abide with me,” a
favorite hymn of Mahatma
Gandhi, and the popular hymn
“Hum hongekaamiyaab” (we will
succeed), an anthem of many civil
rights movements.

Sister Gill later told 'Matters India’
that ShaheenBagh has become a
remarkable symbol of the
widespread, spontaneous and a
profound mass upsurge of people
across India against what they say
are anti-people laws.

This sit-in protest has attracted
hundreds of thousands of visitors
from all over the country who
came to express their solidarity.
Earlier visitors included Father
Susai Sebastian, vicar general of
the Archdiocese of Delhi.

(Extracted from
mattersindia.com)

Salih ad-Dimashaqi

[may God have mercy
on him] said to his son:

“O my beloved son, if a day
and night passes in which
your religion, body [i.e.
health], wealth and family
are all safe then increase in
your praises and thanks to
God, Exalted be He. For how
many people during that
same day will have lost their
religion, been afflicted with
disease, become bankrupt
and lost their family
members whilst you are in a
state of safety and well-
being [from God].”
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® COMMUNITY ROUNDUP

Hyderabad: Arshad Pirzada's
successful career in Saudi Arabia
has enabled him not only to help
his family but also serve the
community through education
initiatives.Whether it was
learning skills from various
General Motors representatives at
Al-Jomaih Automotive Company
or learning from the Indian
expatriates, Pirzada's hard work
has paid off.“Okay, | had gone to
the Kingdom to alleviate the
economic woes of my own family.
But should one stop there?
Shouldn't he think about the
people he has left behind in his
city who were in the midst of an
economic crisis for a long time?”
Pirzada asks looking back at his

stay in Saudi Arabia.

Speaking about how began his
journey to educate a miniscule
part of the community, he says,
“My children are well settled. My
wife, on the other hand, is a
teacher of Quranic Arabic, author
of a book and an entrepreneur in

NRI Promotes Education In Hyderabad

her own right. She designs and
sells mostly Bridal ware. This
where my active association with
Mount Mercy School comes in,”
he informed.

Established in June 1999, the
school in its early days has gone
through the pangs of growth.

There was always a galore of

challenges. Initially only 56
students enrolled. Yet, through
better infrastructure developed
and word of mouth, there are now
850 students.

Pirzada mentions, “Not many
among us realise how bad the

literacy levels are among the
Muslims. For example, around 30
to 40 percent of the kids in MMS
are first-generation learners who
come from families with limited
financial resources. Also,
whatever money we make is
pumped back into the
development of facilities at the
school.” He says, “In today's
competitive, globalized market,
soft skills are just as important as
the hard skills. We also polish the
kids and prepare them for
interviews for different
competitions, contests and
tournaments as well.”

(Extracted from an article
hosted on siasat.com)

Peace Convention Stresses
Gandhian, Constitutional Values
To Overcome Hatred

A three-day National Peace
Convention ended at Bengaluru's
Christ University with participants
committing to promote Gandhian
values and the core values of
Indian Constitution to check
division and hatred. Around 470
delegates from 18 states reflected
and discussed various challenges
to peace in the light to the talks and
sharing of experiences by persons
making a difference in the society
through their unique contribution.

The January 30-February 1
convention approved the
“Bangalore Peace Declaration
2020” that lists various action
plans for building peace and
becoming agents of peace. They
include practice of the values of the
Indian Constitution: pluralism,
justice, equality, liberty and
fraternity, as an essential
requirement for peace.

“If political leaders become
perpetrators of hatred and
violence, the citizens are equally
responsible because leaders come
from the society and people elect
them,” asserted the declaration.
Asserting that peace is not absence
of war, the convention called for
removal of the causes that generate
conflicts to establish peace. It
wants society to ensure the dignity
of the individual and brotherhood.
“Without the dignity of the
individual there cannot be
brotherhood and peace,” it
asserted.

The declaration also deplored the
tendency among most people in
society to remain silent in the face
of injustice and hate mongering.
“Keeping silence when we are
expected to speak cannot be
accepted,” it said and urged people
to wake up from their complacency
to demand accountability from
their rulers. “All efforts to divide
the people of India in the name of
caste, religion and language is a
violation of the constitution and a

violence to the millennial heritage
of India,
“VasudhaivaKutumbakam” (the
world is one family).

The convention regretted that
religions, which are expected to
bring peace to the world, have often
become causes of division, conflict
and violence, because they have
deviated from their original vision.
The convention wanted women
made equal partners in decision
making process so that their
feminine qualities could contribute
greatly to establish peace. The
participants resolved to respect all
faiths by learning about them and
greeting the members of other faiths
on their festival days. They would
avoid forwarding messages that
hurt the sentiments of others and
help and support the victims of
natural and human-made disasters
irrespective their faith, caste, and
language. They resolved to read
Mahatma Gandhi's autobiography
and motivate others to do so.
Another resolution is to practice
forgiveness and adopt non-violent
means to resolve conflicts as well as
to protest against injustice. They
would learn more about the Indian
Constitution, especially its
universal values and share them
with others. The convention wants
schools and colleges to organize a
peace seminar within a year for
students, teachers and the parents. It
urges education institutions to
display the Preamble of the
Constitution at common places and

recite it at school assemblies at least
once a week. Schools and colleges
are urged to form peace clubs and
organize cultural programmes and
peace rally on October 2 to promote
Gandhian values. The convention
was organized by the Indore-based
National Peace Movement in
collaboration with Christ
University.

(Extracted from a report in
mattersindia.com)

Exhibition Showcases
Kashmir's Islamic
Architecture

With an aim to highlight the
marvelous and uniquely synthetic
aspects of Kashmir's Islamic
Architecture to the world,
INTACH-Kashmir Chapter under
the Department of Tourism of
Jammu and Kashmir and the India
International Centre (11C) jointly
mounted an exhibition at the I1C,
in New Delhi. A panel discussion
was also held before the
exhibition's inauguration and it
brought spotlight on the genesis
and synthesis of Islamic
Architecture in medieval
Kashmir. Initiating the discussion,
noted architecture expert and
convener of the INTACH J&K
chapter, SaleemBaig, noted that
the Islamic architecture of
Kashmir was a continuation of
spiritual traditions of the past,
represented through religious
architecture. He also highlighted

the central feature of Kashmir's
history that it has been the melting
pot of cultural practices of
Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam.
Echoing his observations, Dr.
Sameer Hamadani shed light on
the integrated architectural
practices among Hindus, Muslims
and Buddhists vis-a-vis the sacred
architecture in Kashmir.
DrHamadani is attached with
INTACH's Kashmir Chapter.
Another panelist, Professor
Narayani Gupta, who teaches
history, maintained that art and
architecture are the expression of
human creativity and it cannot be
classified into divisions like
Hindu architecture/Rajput
architecture/Muslim architecture
and so on. She stressed that in
creative human enterprise, such
types of classifications did not
exist.




® LIVING ISLAM
Importance of Sincerity

Is it not to Allah that sincere devotion is due? (Holy Quran 39:3)

Sincerity in Islam means to worship God out of true faith in Him. It means to do good
deeds for God's pleasure. Sincerity is about what is in your heart. The Merriam-
Webster dictionary defines sincerity as: “honesty of mind: freedom from hypocrisy.”

Here are some quotes from the
Quran and Sunnah about
sincerity:

1. God specifically uses the
term’the sincere’ (mukhlaseen)
to describe His servants who
will be rewarded:

But the sincere servants of Allah
for them is a sustenance
determined. (37:40-41)

Then see what was the end of those
who were warned, except for the
sincere servants of Allah. (37: 73-
74)
2. God relates sincerity to
prayers and charity:

And they have been commanded
no more than this: To worship
Allah, offering Him sincere
devotion, being true (in faith); to
establish regular prayer, and to
practice regular charity; and that
is the Religion, right and straight.
(98:5)

We are feeding you for the sake of
Allah. We do not expect from you
any compensation or thanks.
(76:9)

3. God warns us about
insincerity:

Sowoe to the worshippers who are
neglectful of their prayers those
who want to be seen (of men), but
refuse (to supply) neighborly
needs. (107:4-7)

O Believers! Do not make your
charity worthless by reminders of
your generosity or by injury, like
him who spends his wealth to be
seen of men and does not believe
in Allah and the Last
Day...(2:264)

By Sheima
Salam Sumer

4. The purpose of life's
hardships is to test our
sincerity:

Dothe people think that they will be
left alone on saying, “We believe,”
and that they will not be tested? We
did test those before them, and
Allah will certainly know those
who are true from those who are

false. (29:2-3)
5. God judges us based on
sincerity:
Allah will not call you to account
for thoughtlessness in your oaths,
but for the intention in your hearts,
and He is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Forbearing. (2:225)There is no
blame on those who are infirm, or
ill, or who find no resources to
spend (on the Cause), if they are
sincere to Allah and His
Messenger: No ground (of
complaint) can there be against
such as do right: and Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful. (9:91)
6. Religion is sincerity:
The Prophet (pbuh) said, “Islam is
to be sincere.” The companions
asked, “To whom?”” He replied,
“To Allah, His Book, His prophet,
the ones in authority over you and
the general public.” (Source:
Muslim, Tirmidhi)

7. Our inner reality is more
important than our outer
reality:

The Prophet (pbuh) said:
“O God! Make my inside better
than my outside, and make my

outside (also) righteous.” (Source:
Tirmidthi)

and,

“Allah does not look at your bodies
nor does he look at your faces, but
He looks at your hearts.”” (Source:
Bukhari, Muslim)

8. One proof of sincerity:

The proof of a Muslim's sincerity is
that he pays no heed to that which is
not his business. (Source: Tirmidhi)

Thoughts and Advice

In order to be more sincere people,
we should remind ourselves about
God's attributes. Some people feel
distant from God due to a lack of
knowledge. God is the One who is
nearer to us than our jugular vein.
He sees and hears everything we
do. He knows our deepest secrets.
He is Generous, Merciful, and
Forgiving. Making duato God isa
great way to increase our sincerity
to Him. Another way to increase
sincerity is to make a clear
intention for everything we do.
The Prophet (pbuh) taught:

“Actions are only (judged) by
intentions. Each person shall be
rewarded only for that which he
intended.” (Source: Bukhari,
Muslim, Tirmidthi)

(This is a modified version of
an article that first appeared
on the Quran Academy blog,

www.Quranacademy.io)

Sheima Salam Sumer is author
of How to be a Happy Muslim
Insha'Allah and The Basic
Values of Islam. She can be
contacted on
howtobeahappymuslim@outlo
ok.com See her website
www.howtobeahappymuslim.c
om

By Amin Valliani

In a tiny drop of water are found
all the secrets of the ocean. Asmall
bit of rice gives us the taste of the
whole cauldron, and a few grains
indicate the quality of a large sack
of wheat. Similarly, human beings
created from a single soul are the
vicegerents of Allah on earth,
equipped with the highest
potentialities. All divine attributes

pure inside out
so that he or she
can strengthen
the divine
connection.

All religions
persuade
humanity to
realise the divine origin of its
existence and the inherent spiritual
link with the Creator. For Allah says

ar:e r:eallsablle ‘T‘ Nature and all living creatures né.f\rer:c':o leri tr?a:ﬁ
the human level. need our compassion. el an
For example, the his jugular vein

Holy Prophet (pbuh) reportedly
said: “Adorn yourself with the
attributes of Allah.” But many of us
are oblivious of this fact.

A teacher once asked his students
which of them had seen God.
Everybody was taken aback at the
question; the whole class was silent
looking at each other, and no
response came forth. At last, a
student raised his hand to answer the
question. He said, “l have seen
God.” Upon this, the teacher asked,
where? He said, “Everywhere.”
Allah says in the Holy Quran:
“...And He is with you, wherever
youmay be....” (57:4).

We are with God. He reveals
Himself to discerning eyes and
thoughtful minds. Numerous signs
around us indicate His presence,
such as the birth of a newborn, the
evolution of the human foetus, the
activities of human blood, the
automatic working of internal
organs like the heart, the ability to
repair internal and external injuries
etc. All these functions bear
testimony to His greatness.

Our connection with the Divine can
be compared to an electric light bulb
connected with the main
powerhouse. The bulb illuminates
our homes every night because it is
connected through concealed and
unconcealed wires to the electric
pole and then on to the main
powerhouse. If the bulb has 100-
watt capacity, it illuminates with
more brightness while the low-
wattage bulb illuminates dimly.

It consists of transparent or
translucent glass containing a wire
filament that emits light when
connected. If the bulb's glass is
dusty, it affects the brightness while
a clean bulb's glass would have
more brightness. A fused or broken
bulb does not emit light; it fuses
when an inner wire is broken or if
there's atiny hole on its surface. The
glittering shades and other
decorative items placed around the
bulb enhance its brightness.
Similarly, the socket through which
the bulb is connected, if loosened,
also affects power supply to the
blub.

This example can aptly be related to
individual human beings whose
body is made of flesh but is
spiritually connected toAllah. If one
realises the strength of this divine
connection, one can illuminate the
path for others. A person needs to be

(50:16).
While narrating the story of Prophet
Adam, the Holy Quran says that
Allah made him His vicegerent
(khalifa) on earth. This means
mankind is the custodian of God's
other creations, charged with a
responsibility to supervise and
protect earthly resources. This
includes minerals, plants and
animals and other environmental
factorswhich support life.

Thus, every human has a three-fold
responsibility: i.e. keeping a close
connection with God spiritually,
with society and with the world's
physical environment. He is called
upon to strengthen all these links by
fulfilling the responsibilities
towa